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Preface

Football—this thrilling and extraordinary sport—is a fusion of art, science, and
strategy. Yet, aimed all its complexities, the most crucial elements of the game are
the players themselves, each fulfilling a unique and vital role. But have you ever
wondered what truly makes a player the best in their position? Is it merely the
number of goals scored or the brilliance of their dribbling skills that defines
greatness?

This book seeks to answer these questions through a more analytical and in-depth
lens, examining the abilities of players across various positions.

As we all know, football is not an individual game; it’s a team sport composed of 14
distinct positions. Each position carries its own responsibilities and demands specific
skill sets. That’s why, in the author’s view, a player can only be considered "the best"
within the context of their own role. Can a winger truly be compared to a defensive
midfielder to determine who is better? Certainly not. Each position requires unique
qualities; while a center-back must excel at tackling and defensive awareness, a
striker must master goal-scoring and movement. These differences render cross-
positional comparisons meaningless and unfair.

On the other hand, Some players attract greater media attention due to visual flair,
sponsorship deals, or the clubs they play for. Their mistakes are often overlooked,
and inflated records are sometimes attributed to them; records that occasionally
have no factual basis (such as the most goals scored with the outside of the foot!).
This phenomenon is not new, but with the widespread influence of global social
media, the media’s power to shape public opinion has become more decisive than
ever. As a result, a divide has emerged in how players are perceived: some are
overrated, while others remain underrated.

This book aims to strip away the noise of media hype and focus solely on the true
abilities of players. Many who have been celebrated for years due to media attention
may not appear among the top rankings in this atlas, and for good reason.




Methodology, Data Collection & Scoring

The ratings presented in this atlas are the result of thorough, unbiased data analysis.
Trusted sources such as InStat, Futbin, FootballCritic, Sofifa, SciSports, and others
were used to gather the relevant data. For each of the 14 football positions,
dedicated evaluation criteria were established. Players' scores in these criteria were
extracted from the aforementioned platforms, plotted onto charts, and averaged to
produce an overall score.

To further enhance the accuracy of these ratings, each factor was assigned a weight
(from 1 to 10) based on its importance to the player’s role. This weighted average
offers a more scientifically grounded and realistic depiction of a player’s quality.

The book Atlas is divided into four chapters: goalkeepers, defenders, midfielders, and
forwards. The current volume is the first chapter of this collection, focusing on the
analysis of over 90 top goalkeepers from past to present. In the case of goalkeepers,
while their primary duty is to keep the ball out of the net—mainly through decisive
reactions—relying solely on shot-stopping abilities is insufficient for a comprehensive
evaluation. That’s why this atlas uses nine core factors to assess goalkeepers,
capturing not only their technical and physical strengths but also their mental
composure and long-term consistency.

Each factor is weighted as follows:

Awareness (Weight 9.5): Good decision-making, situational awareness, and
understanding of the game are critical to the role. These traits underpin proper
positioning and timely reactions, justifying the high weight assigned.

Handling (Weight 8.5): A goalkeeper’s ability to securely catch the ball without
conceding rebounds reflects top-tier quality. It also provides psychological assurance
to the entire team.

Shot-Stopping (Weight 9.5): Stopping long-range shots requires a combination of
technique, vision, positioning, and reflexes. This skill separates reliable goalkeepers
from average ones, thus earning a high weight.

Reflexes (Weight 10): Quick reactions to sudden or deflected shots are perhaps the
most essential goalkeeper skill. Reflexes are the backbone of effective shot-stopping,
especially in high-stakes moments, making this the most heavily weighted factor.




Jumping (Weight 7): While leaping and diving alone don’t define a great goalkeeper,
they are crucial in specific scenarios such as set-pieces or aerial duels. A moderate
weight reflects their contextual importance.

Positioning (Weight 9.5): Throughout football history, even goalkeepers with modest
reflexes have delivered stellar performances through intelligent positioning. It
minimizes scoring chances and is a cornerstone of modern goalkeeping.

Footwork (Weight 4.5): Although ball-playing ability is increasingly valued in today’s
game, it still ranks below core defensive skills. This weight strikes a balance between
classical and modern expectations.

Mentality (Weight 9): The ability to handle pressure, stay focused during critical
moments, and bounce back from mistakes is crucial. This trait often defines the
difference between champions and average performers.

Stability (Weight 8): Brief moments of brilliance don’t guarantee lasting value. A
goalkeeper who performs at a high level over several seasons ranks above one who
shines only sporadically. Consistency reflects sustained quality and deserves
significant consideration.

Ultimately, the goal of this atlas is to move beyond emotional or biased comparisons.
We have made every effort to evaluate players solely based on analytical data,
focusing on their peak performance periods.

This book provides a structured, objective view of footballers across all positions,
helping readers identify the best without falling prey to media narratives or personal
prejudice. We hope it will serve as a reliable reference for fans and offer a fresh
perspective on the endlessly captivating world of football.




